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Crusade  reaps  evangelistic  rewards 


Tbnv  Martin 

i ociate  Editor 


Central 


-  Apr.  2.  While  other  communities  host  area¬ 
wide  evangelistic  crusades,  this  event  was 
notable  bom  for  the  results  achieved  and  the 
unique  cooperation  between  churches,  both 
white  and  African-American. 

Mark  Mayo,  pastor  of  the  West  Carthage 
Church,  was  the  chairman  of  the  steering 
committee  for  the  event.  "Several  years  ago,  1 
had  a  demographic  survey  done  tor  the  ten- 


mile  radius  around  West  Carthage  Baptist 
Church,"  he  said.  "In  that  ring,  at  mat  point  in 
time,  were  7,500  people.  On  any  given 
Sunday  in  evangelical  churches  in  Leake 
County,  there  are  about  4,000  people  involved 
in  church.  Here  we  are  in  he  geographic  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  state,  in  the  middle  of  the  Bible  Belt 
and  we're  just  simply  unchurched." 

Several  Baptist  pastors  began  to  meet 
and  throw  some  ideas  around,  "and  so 
three-and-a-half  years  ago  we  just  began  to 
pray  for  a  spiritual  awakening  among  our 
churches,  hat  we  could  rise  up  and  take 
evangelism  seriously.  We  thought" about 
having  some  sort  of  event  that  would  have 
a  long-lasting  effect.  Six  to  eight  men  began 
meeting  on  Monday  mornings  at  10:30  just 
to  pray.  At  some  point  in  those  meetings 
he  idea  of  having  a  crusade  surfaced." 

During  hat  time  period,  Mayo  was  40 
evangelism  director  for  the  association.  By  ou 
January  2007,  he  group  decided  hey 


BAPTISTS 


Hundreds  crowd  the  st. 


Coliseum  during  the  Wednesday  night  services  of  the  Central  Mississi 
Crusade.  Over  600  *  *  '  *  *  '  - 


decisions  were  recorded  hat  evening.  (Photo  by  Lisa 


gan  calling  pastors  of  every  church,  host  one  of  the  white  pastors  to  preach, 
ery  denomination,  and  every  race.  About  and  the  next  time  one  of  the  larger  pre¬ 
people  attended  the  meetings  hat  grew  dominately  white  churches  would  host 
t  of  those  contacts.  an  African-American  pastor.  First 

The  group  continued  with  he  Monday  Church,  Carthage,  was  one  host  church, 
sming  prayer  meetings  toward  he  end  and  True  Lient  Missionary  Baptist 
summer  2007.  "We  invited  all  denomi-  Church  would  nost  the  other, 
tions,  all  races,  anyone  who  could  The  worship  services  were  scheduled 
me,"  said  Mayo.  "From  those  prayer  two  weeks  apart.  TVue  Light  hosted  he 
?e tings,  we  started  seeing  he  Church  first  meeting  with  about  500  in  atten- 
Gocf  folks  show  up,  tne  Methodist  dance.  "It  was  like  a  football  game,"  said 
eachers  show  up,  the  Missionary  Mavo.  "Traffic  was  bumper  to  bumper, 
ptists  show  up.  We  basically  iust  hit  Goo  had  gotten  in  it  —  he  majority  Of 
r  knees,  pleaaing  to  heaven  for  our  he  folk^there  were  white  —  and  from 
.county.  People  came  to  realize  hat  if  then  on,  it  was  unity. 

this  was  going  to  be,  it  had  to  be  of  "When  we  went  to  First  Church  two 

Be  knew  we  had  to  keep  weeks  later,  it  was  just  reversed,  and  hat 
in  thing  the  main  thing,'  was  some  worship  service.  That  place 
ing  off  on  denomination-  just  erupted  in  praise.  It  just  set  the  cru- 
trences  and  such.  We  did-  sade  on  fire,  because  we  knew  here  was 
re  any  big  organizational  support  from  all  over  he  county." 
ngs  originally.  We  just  Tne  total  attendance  for  the  crusade 
yed  for  specific  needs  as  was  approximately  7,000,  with  2,800  on 
fiey  came  up."  Wednesday  night  alone.  Mayo  states  there 

During  he  course  of  were  dose  to  600  decisions, 
he  prayer  and  plan-  "We  had  to  realize  hat  this  was  an  evan- 
ning,  some  of  the  gelisbc  crusade  and  not  just  a  revival,"  Mayo 
African-American  said.  "They  are  two  different  animals, 
pastors  had  some  Number  one,  we  didn't  try  to  put  church 

Sues  tions.  One  issue  people  in  the  seats.  We  tned  to  train  our 
_  tat  arose  waa  hat  his  church  people  to  catch  a  vision  for  evange¬ 
lism  ana  gam  their  support.  You  don't  need 
to  worry  about  having  the  biggest  name 


>x  y  ‘‘Mik  sade  Those  pastors 

I  were  insistent  that  them 

.  amII  be  some  |oint  worship 

services 

%  teront  churches  before  the 

crusa<je  itself.  In  those 

ONE  ON  ONE  —  An  unidentified  counselor  spends  time  sharing  with  a  worship  services,  one  of 
^oung  man  making  a  decision  for  Christ  during  he  Central  Mississippi  the  large  predominately 
mpact  Crusade  in  Carthage  Mar.  30  -  Apr.  2.  (Photo  by  Lisa  Boyd)  black  churches  would 


ou them  Baptists  have  had  a  truly 


W  amazing  run.  From  our  early  years 
with  a  handful  of  congregations  to 
our  present  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
churches,  God  has  blessed  us.  Trouble 
clouds  are  beginning  to  appear  on  the 
horizon,  however.  Baptisms  in  Southern 
Baptist  churches  are  down  for  the  third 
straight  year;  according  to  the  Annual 
ChuSi  FrofUe  just  relXsed  by  LifeWay 
Research,  an  arm  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  In  addition,  church 
I  went  down  by 
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such  decline  in 


truly  disheartening, 
Ramet  president  c 


said  Thom 

LifeWav  Christian'  Resources, 
which  is  headquartered  in 
Nashville.  "We  am  a  denomina¬ 
tion  that,  tor  the  most  part,  has 
lost  its  evangelistic  passions." 

The  declines  are  not  unstop¬ 
pable,  but  we  have  put  ourselves 
at  a  critical  disadvantage  bv  los¬ 
ing  our  decades-long  momen¬ 
tum  in  the  first  places  Now,  it's 
going  to  be  difficult  (but  not 
impossible)  to  get  it  back 

The  worldwide  need  for  the 
;  as  great  as  ever,  and  the  time  is 
we  don't  get  started  nght  away 
out  to  new  generations  in  ways 
ierstand  and  to  which  they  can 
relate,  all  the  while  putting  aside  our  petty 
grievances  against  each  other  and  focusing 
on  what's  really  important,  we  will  go  the 
wav  of  many  of  our  mainline  (.  hnstian 
brethren  who  were  content  to  rest  on  past 
victories  and  failed  to  embrace  the  future 
"If  the  1950s  come  back,"  said  Ed 
Stetzer.  LifeWav's  director  of  research, 

"Southern  Baptist  churches  would  be 
ready  to  go." 

Is  that  really  what  we  want? 

Smith  to  serve  Miss,  churches  as  handbell  consultant 

faculty  member  for  the  f  (  f  ' 

Young  Musicians  Camp;  1  |  1*^®**^^®* 

member  of  the  Handbell  f  *  W-.U  , 

Committee;  and  handbell  .fr"'"  L 

instructor  at  the  Mississippi  |  l¥.%  :  4P'’- 

Baptist  Church  Music  *') 

Leadership  Conference.  ''  %.  t<&Kb 

Michelle  Smith  replaces  .  *►  *4$  F 

of  the  longtime  handbell  consultant  \  i  j  |  -ft 

Baptist  jerry  Talley  of  Raymond,  who  > 

1BCB),"  retired.  She  holds  a  bachelor  of  JJT 

,  MBCB  music  education  degree  (1990)  A  j  L 

Ouachita  Baptist  s" 

New  V  ’  ML- 

usband  a  music  degree  i* jfiV  ’jm 

iults  at  Seminan  in  Fort  Worth.  I",  '  “  *?  i 

e  serves  "Michelle  is  a  very  gifted  Ujf  ^  .  •  >~M 

d  chil  leader  and  teacher  in  many  \  .(  jjyll  ‘  rwj  tit'"’',.  *  * 

ator,  as  areas,”  C.raham  Smith  said  ‘TT  g  .  *  *  sg  *  . 

o  haiui  However,  in  handbells  she  ®  7,  *  1  *  1 

excels  in  her  giftedness  and  ~ 

»rved  as  calling  from  tne  Lord.  She  2 
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JACKSON  (Special)  — 

ississippi  Baptists  are  ringing 


NEW  CONSULTANT  —  Mississippi  Baptist  handbell  consul¬ 
tant  Jerry  Talley  (left)  handed  his  responsibilities  over  to 
Michelle  Smith  upon  his  retirement  in  February.  Smith  is  a  long¬ 
time  handbell  enthusiast  who  assisted  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board's  Church  Music  Department  in  hanabe  mat¬ 
ters  for  several  years  prior  to  her  appointment  as  handbell  con¬ 
sultant.  (Special  photo  courtesy  of  Church  Music  Department) 
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luiaKe  presents  new  disaster  relief  plan 

xnd^foe0  disaster  f«r  future  wed.  for  long-term 

AffiSES  511 ItST"  f0rB.prfot  "''fuftt1**  respondeMmims  will 

convCTii°n ^ (mb<^, ..  .ins,  taSruss&rfe  ,bLd.*n«dp ,uiirplehrt,h 

ved  .  new  P"«n*ed  *e  need  i,  to  send  In  .  Te.mof  P*C‘*'‘"d  ,uch  “ 

:ol  for  proposal.  What  four  people  or  eight  people  or 

i*ing  "iru-  **  ”Z  here  is  two  teams  of  (fee  people 

sponders"  u,n8  ,  *e  B™wn  said.  "States  wifi  t 

sis  situa-  ?av*  r°Pedf.  for  abl*  to  mobilize  the  initii 

>verseas.  >  8  tlme;  responders  very  quickly.  VV 

t  h  e  r  i  n  g  a?d  18  a  rea  w*fi  Have  two  or  three  state 


explained  Sam  Porter,  disas¬ 
ter  relief  director  for  the 

o*^5daho*n*r*l  *"onven4ion 

Team  members  will  be 
trained  to  work  cross-cultural- 
y  in  disaster  relief  specialties 
like  assessment  and  logistics. 

"This  is  going  to  be  a  huge 
opportunity  for  us  in  Southern 
Baptist  life/  Porter  told  the 
group.  "In  Oklahoma,  we  are 
going  to  put  together  an  A- 
Ieam ,°f  people  who  have  spe¬ 
cial  skills.  There  are  going  to 
be  a  lot  of  requirements,  but 
its  going  to  help  our  field 
partners  To  know  that  we  are  _ 
sending  the  very  best  volun-  Published  Since  1877 
tee*‘8  from  each  of  our  states 
and  that  they  aren't  just  com-  w.v  i  onno 
ing  out  of  impulse."  MAY  1,  2008 

Initial  responders  also  will  Voi  IT? 
be  trained  in  spiritual  care  and 
Bible  story  ing.  Brown  noted.  No.  18 

We  ask  disaster  relief  vol¬ 
unteers  to  go  out  and  meet 
physical  needs  all  the  time, 
but  there  really  are  tremen¬ 
dous  opportunities  for  a  team 
to  provide  spiritual  care  — 
praying  for  people  and  shar¬ 
ing  a  relevant  90-second  Bible 
story  that  can  give  them  hot>e 
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Fort  Caswell, 

N.C.,  for  their 
annual  round¬ 
table  meeting, 
disaster  relief 
coordinators  for 
three  dozen 
Baptist  state 
conventions 
approved  a  six- 
point  recom¬ 
mendation  from 
a  subcommittee 

Jhpr£edfWUi'  !>ammermg  put  the  disaster,  said  Jin/Brown 

withP,thpCOM ,nfKC°A8U  tati°n  state8ide  director  for  Baptisi 
with  the  North  American  Global  Response  f 

Bami«r  “rTt  !NA^B)  and  Under  'The  new  plan 
„£°cb„a.u  Re*Ponse  Baptist  state  conventionswill 
(BGR),  a  new  Southern  Baptist  compile  a  roster  nf  initial 

'"“n*1  «'wf  *nd  devel-  reepSideti  who  will  L  given 
P"TMt«°r8iniZatl0n'  intensive  training  for  frisis 

™8  a8reement  intervention.  A  major  change 

Ni°rth  American  in  the  new  plan  is  that  initial 
gSTJSSS  aud  Bapu,8j  responders  from  two  or  three 

"  zts  wiU  *  °n  ca" ,or 
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response  during  desig 

Christian  arrested 

ReiiiniPl^  £BP!  ^  Wf^ban'  a  Chinese  bookstore  owner  in 
B«jmg,  has  been  rearrested  for  publishing  Bibles  and  Christian 
literature  during  a  time  when  a  shortage  of  such  materials  has 

hnna,naband  80(1  has  been  prevented  from 


*e depri™**, -  fh.7. 

*n”tal  ”  £««  ««  SW'»  second?™* 


and  detained  m  Xinjiang  province  in  August  for  receiving  a 
ihjpoyUof  Bihfcs.  Zhou  revved  last  welkthat he hadblm 
cleared  of  charges  and  released  from  prison  in  February,  the 

dfffiS  lSease  “  not  a  dissident  and  had  not  faced  any 

difflaUties  with  CMnese  authorities  prior  to  last  fall,  Illinois 

told  ^P1184  Fmss  in  December. 
ux  a  Christian  believer  who  wants  to  practice 
his  faith  in  his  private  life  and  his  business."  Shi's  Christian  lit- 
CTature  bookstore  is  located  in  a  modem  high-risebusfoei 
towerwithm  two  miles  of  the  Olympic  Villatre,  Shai-pe^albS 
•“n*  «en4«id.  SW  *1»  is  .  tr.W went 
'*eut  l“«b«en  involved  in  exports  and  advertising.  Shi's  book- 
•toreor*.  soU  books i  for  which  he  had  recSvaTgovemment 

s^ssssss^^^ 

X^gerbroAw  and  Ids  wife^hang's  arrest  w £  witnessed  by 

b^h^ESJ  age  7,  who  is  a  US.  citizen 

by  her  birth  in  the  United  States  dunng  a  2000  visit,  and  Lily, 

age  11.  Concerned  individuals  are  urged  to  contact  their  con- 
gfSS”  S'! **  switchboard,  at  (202) 


fcmia  M.  fclliflon.  Women  on  Mission  consultant  for  the  Mississippi 
Womans  Mwaonaiy  Union  (wMu)  since  1995,  resigns  to  accept  a  sxmiUr 
position  at  Southern  Baptist  wMu  national  headquarters  in  Birmingham 


Chri8ti*n  A***1  Commiaricn  o 
Maoqjpt  Baptist  Convention,  is  elected  to  a  two-year  term  m  wrd.u.1  Q 

»»PpCtxmdl  an  Fsmily  Relations  during  die  group,  wnudmjifc^ 


..?l*-nd  9,.U‘,e!l  l,g|v?;  *»  f*nk  of  president  emeritus  of  New 

y  X^/o7.S,C7d  !'  '•  ‘CCOMnt  *°  0w'n  Co°P“- 
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CYUE  BYVA:  NMQENI-BYVA 
Clue:  V  m  U 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Romans  Eight  Ten. 


FDWT  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
FAUN  UP  TO:  8*25  % 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

Tlite  announeriMitt  to  ntothrr  an  ortrr  to  toil 
iwr  a  •oiidMton  of  an  otter  to  buy.  All  oStra 
aw  made  by  pro partnt  only 
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Flexibility  is  important  in  vir¬ 
tually  every  area  of  life.  God 

gves  an  abundance  of  flexibility 
us  when  we  are  young,  and  it 


•  amaattoato;  »HU  UV/TTII,  Ul  IU 

jump  back  up.  If  you  were  to 
translate  those  same  movements 
into  the  body  of  a  50-year-old,  it 
would  probably  mean  a  few 
days  in  the  hospital.  Children 
are  able  to  do  those  kinds  of 
things  because  they  are  flexible. 

On  the  mission  field,  flexibil¬ 
ity  is  essential.  Anyone  who  has 
ever  been  on  a  mission  trip 
knows  that  from  beginning  to 
end,  flexibility  is  important.  If 
everything  you  do  has  to  be 
neatly  packaged,  running  on 
time,  understood  by  everybody, 
finished,  and  put  away  at  a  pre¬ 
cise  moment,  you  probably  will 
‘  do  well  on  a  mission  trip, 
people,  the  programs,  or  die 
Jess  mat  will  get  you  to  and 


I 


Wirecti 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


firocess _ 

rom  the  work 


D  get  you 
will  not  meet  all 


of  your  expectations.  You  have 
to  be  flexible  and  do  what  needs 
to  be  done  as  best  you  can  with 
the  resources  you  have. 

I  remember  a  few  years  ago  a 
mission  team  that  traveled 
thousands  of  miles  with  the 
anticipation  of  literally  build¬ 
ing  a  church  facility  where  they 
were  going.  On  arrival  they 
found  that  the  material  had  not 
come  and  would  not  be  there 
while -they  were  there.  Some  of 
the  manpower  that  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  there  to  help  would 
not  be  coming.  The  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  building  naa  not 
been  made  and  it  became  clear 
rather  quickly  that  what  they 
came  to  do  was  not  going  to 
happen.  So  what  were  mey 
going  to  do  with  the  10  days 
they  had  allocated  to  build  this 
new  church  facility?  The  only 
things  they  had  they  could  use 
were  shovels,  and  so  they  start¬ 
ed  manually,  physically  dig¬ 
ging  the  footings  of  the  founda¬ 
tion.  All  day  every  day  they 
showed  up  and  dug  ditches 
along  with  some  people  from 
the  church  and  community. 
Hour  after  hour,  they  did  man¬ 
ual  labor  alongside  the  men 
from  the  community.  Day  after 
day  the  bond  of  friendship, 
care,  and  love  became  stronger 
and  stronger.  At  the  end  of  the 
mission  trip,  all  of  the  men  had 
come  to  understand  that  while 
they  thought  they  were  coming 
there  to  build  a  church  build¬ 
ing,  God  had  actually  sent  them 
there  to  build  relationships. 


In  church,  flexibility  is  imi 
tant.  If  you  want  to  find  flexL_ 
ity  referred  to  in  the  Bible,  look 
and  listen  for  words  like 
patience,  long-suffering,  gentle¬ 
ness,  and  kindness.  Each  of 
those  words  has  a  certain  aspect 
of  limitation  placed  on  your  own 
will  your  own  demands,  and 
some  understanding  and  care 
for  the  needs  of  others.  Why  is  it 
so  important  to  be  flexible  in 
church?  Two  very  significant 
reasons  step  forward,  the  first 
being  that  not  one  of  us  is  at  the 
same  place.  Every  believer  you 
know  is  in  the  growing  process. 
Everyone  you  know  is  probably 
somewhere  just  ahead  of  you  or 
just  behind  you,  but  very  few  are 
just  exactly  where  you  are. 

The  other  reality  is  that  each 
of  us  has  some  way  and  some¬ 
where  we  can  stretch  a  little 
further.  We  may  not  want  to 
but  we  may  need  to.  I  am  not 
speaking  of  flexibility  concern¬ 
ing  truth  and  doctrine,  as 
though  we  should  be  constant¬ 
ly  changing  or  being  blown  by 
every  wind  of  doctrine.  By  con¬ 
trast  1  am  talking  about  that 
truth  transforming  us  so  that 
we  might  be  in  a  continual 
process  of  becoming  like  Jesus. 

While  flexibility  is  important, 
a  person,  church,  or  organiza¬ 
tion  can  become  inflexible.  It  is 
usually  a  sign  that  something 
bad  is  taking  place.  Just  think 
about  changing  something  in 
church  and  see  now  flexible  you 
are.  Has  your  church  ever 
struggled  with  changing  its  time 
of  meeting,  its  constitution,  or 
its  music?  It  is  pretty  amazing 
to  see  how  people  act.  Listen  to 
what  they  say  and  it  usually 
reveals  that  there  is  far  more 
concern  about  the  structures 
than  about  the  substance  of 
what  takes  place  inside. 

Have  you  ever  bought  tickets  to 
a  football  game,  another  sporting 
event  or  some  other  special  event 
and  on  the  ticket  for  the  time  it 
said,  "TBA?"  It  could  be  a  football 
game  where  50  -75  thousand  peo¬ 
ple  are  going  to  gather  and  the 
lime  is  to  be  announced.  Still 
everyone  finds  out  the  time,  trav¬ 
els  many  miles,  gets  there,  and 


gets  to  their  seats  regardless  of  the 
weather  because  mey  feel  the 
event  for  which  they  are  gathering 
is  really  important  I  fully  under- 
stand  me  need  for  structure  in  our 
lives  and  for  the  need  people  have 
to  know  when  and  where,  so  that 
they  can  plan  the  rest  of  their  lives, 
but  our  inflexibility  may  reveal 
how  unimportant  we  feel  some  of 
the  things  of  God  are. 

I  remember  one  time  the 
church  where  I  was  pastor  need¬ 
ed  to  enlarge  the  parking  lot.  We 
just  did  not  have  enough  park¬ 
ing  spaces  for  all  of  the  people 
who  came  to  the  services,  so  the 
church  made  plans  and  voted  to 
enlarge  the  parking  space. 
Though  the  plans  were  carefully 
drawn  and  there  were  some 
trees  that  would  be  kept  in  the 
green  spaces,  there  were  some 
other  trees  that  would  have  to  be 
cut  down.  Protestors  came  to 
express  their  outrage  drat  the 
trees  were  being  cut.  Although 
they  were  nAt  members  of  our 
church,  they  were  terribly  upset. 

I  visited  with  one  of  the  men 
who  seemed  to  be  the  leader.  He 
said  that  he  was  a  Christian,  and 
he  could  not  believe  that 
Christians  were  doing  such  a  ter¬ 
rible  thing.  1  told  him  how  we 
had  tried  to  keep  some  of  the 
bees  while  expanding  the  park¬ 
ing  lot.  That  did  not  matter  to 
him.  He  said,  "Do  you  know 
how  many  years  it  took  for  these 
trees  to  grow  and  be  this  size?"  I 


said,  "Well  I  am  sure  quite  a 
while."  Then  I  asked  him, 
"Have  you  thought  about  how 
long  a  person  would  be  in  hell  if 
an  opportunity  for  them  to  come 
to  know  Jesus  is  not  given?"  He 
looked  puzzled,  and  I  said 
"Suppose  somebody  comes  and 
parks  their  car  where  this  tree 
was,  they  come  inside,  hear  the 
Gospel  and  accept  Christ?"  He 
just  shook  his  head  and  let  me 
know  that  he  would  rather  have 
the  tree  than  to  accept  the  possi¬ 
bilities  that  might  be  available 
for  some  soul.  Sometimes  our 
inflexibility  causes  us  to  hold  on 
to  our  traditions,  or  even  a  tree, 
regardless  of  die  difference  that 
may  be  made. 

Now  let  me  just  share  a  brief 
word  about  probability. 
Depending  on  how  we  deal 
with  flexibility  and  inflexibility, 
the  probability  is  that  we  will 
develop  an  image,  an  aura  from 
our  church  that  enables  people 
to  see  who  we  are,  how  we 
think,  and  how  receptive  we 
might  be  to  others,  if  people 
hear  us  express  our  outrage 
about  a  time  change,  some  tune 
that  is  sung  in  the  church,  or  the 
removal  of  some  tree,  they 
quickly  come  to  understand  that 
we  probably  would  not  be  to 
open  to  welcoming  them  either. 

All  through  the  years  I  have 
run  into  those  folks  who  just 
know  and  sometime  express 
that  if  they  were  to  show  up  at 
church  it  would  just  blow  peo¬ 
ple's  minds  Their  pasts,  tneir 
lifestyles,  their  sins,  and  their 
problems  have  been  so  out  of 
synch  with  church  folks  that 
they  are  convinced  the  people 
of  the  church  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Sometimes  they  are  wrong 
but  on  other  occasions,  our 
lack  of  flexibility  shows  that 
they  are  right  on. 


MSAudiOLLc 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

TVooper  Hales  P.O.Box  1575  Ph 601-923-9947 
info@maaudiollc.com  Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601  -924-2880 


TRAVEL  WITH  OTHER  BAPTISTS! 

Canadian  Rockies  Tour 
Offers  ‘Cool’  Vacation 


14  Da 


iys 


$999* 


Join  other  Baptists  on  your  choice  of  two  departures  this  summer  August 
17  or  September  14,  2008.  Fly  into  Sioux  Falls,  SD  lor  a  scenic  three^ay 
drive  to  Calgary,  Alberta  In  route,  on  your  comfortable  motor  cosch,  visit 
Fargo  and  Bismarck,  ND;  then  north  to  Saskatchewan  to  the  Royal 
Canadan  Mounted  Police  Academy.  Highlights  include  Calgary;  Lake 
Louise;  Banff  National  Park;  ride  a  SnoCoach  over  the  Columbia  Ice  Fields; 
Canmore  Aberta  Waterloo  Lakes  National  Park;  Kananaskis  Country; 
Hetona  arto  Billings  MT ;  Custer's  battlefield  at  the  Little  Big  Horn;  Black  Hills 
Jtotonal  Forest;  ML  Rushmore  and  Crazy  Horse  National  Memorial; 
fogondary  Badtends  National  Park;  and  more!  Includes  13  nights  hotels, 
baggage  handing,  and  lots  of  motor  coech  sight-seeing.  *Par  person, 
^^pocttoareyplus  $149  tax,  senrioe,  gov't  fees.  Add  $600  airfare  from 
TN;  Birmingham,  AL;  or  OuNport/BHoxi,  MS.  Add  $700  airfare 
from  Jackson,  MS,  or  Atlanta,  QA  Spaoe  is  imitad  for  each  date  and  $100 
deports  are  nosrdua.  Call  today! 

Forbrochun  ink Yffl  f  ftyr,  rtf 

csurYitiwi  cifl  7  tfm  1  mh; 

YMT  Vacations  1  -800-736-7300 


Small/Bivocational  Church 
Pastors  Workshop 


NMiat  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what 


HoueeTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Bible  study,  Bible  memorization,  Bible  skill,  worship, 
campfire  service,  morning  watch,  time  with  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries,  horseback  riding,  rifle  range  [safety/ 
marksmanship],  swimming,  canoeing,  four-square 

•••  and  much  moral 

Each  church  group  must  have  an 
adult  male  counselor  for  every  six 
J"’  ^  (or  P°rton  thereof)  and  an 

J®  adult  female  counselor  for  every 
V  SIX  9'^s  (or  Portion  thereof). 

8L  Campers  are  together  with  the 

,  ’"^1  counselors  from  their  church  all 
during  camp. 


►  Monday,  June  3 

Auburn  Baptist  Church, 
Tuesday,  July  1 

$  Easthaven  BC,  Brook! 


Director,  Eastern  Region 
Life  Way  Christian  Resources 


REGISTRATION  BEGINS 
MARCH  1 

For  more  Mo,  confect 


For  more  info,  contact  lire  Discipieship 
ond  Fomily  Ministry  Deportment 
601-292-3287  or  dhicksOmbcb.org 


1-800-7 


Southern  Regional  Rally  (Si  at  tin  door) 

EliiJre l>  AiMfesal  Oa  WIHInns  rstamw  I  Inhrerrelti i 

Roily:  Linooin  Chord,  Brookhoven 

J.  Dennis  Donieb,  Congregationd/Postord  Core  Ministry  at  FBC,  Jackson 
Break-outs: 

Fun  Tim  w Hh  Kandi  Anderson  -  humorist,  radio  personality,  Gulfport,  Miss. 
Preparing  lor  N  journey — Tolmodae  Smith,  AMD,  Brookhoven,  Miss. 

Seniors  on  Mission  with  God  -  Evelyn  Williams,  Newton,  Miss. 


Northern  Regional  Rally  (Si at the  door/te  for  lunoh) 

Thursday,  August  28  at  Blue  Mountain  CeBege 

Roily:  Fairview  Choir,  Columbus 
Bill  Baker,  former  pastor  at  FBC,  Clinton 

Break-outs. 

k  Fun  Tim#  with  *CW*  -  Gary  Jackson,  *CW"  character  on  WFCA  Radio,  French  Camp 
I  Preparing  hr  the  Journey- lorn  Crocker,  LifeWay  Consultant,  Memphis,  law. 

I  Seniors  on  Mission  wHh  God- Kay  Cassibry,  State  WMU  Director,  MBCB 

I  Must  preregister  by  August  18. 

R  To  register  oell  Blue  Mountain  College  at  882-685-4771. 

i  tor  more  Info,  oell  the  Disciples  hip  Jr  Family  Ministry  Department 

K  601-808-8884, 1-800-748-1661,  ext.  884,  or  gshosrs9mbob.org 
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Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


(2)  Onto* 


bmw»be*n*M>tatfi«spe- 
dkpndoInMfn  knpto- 
menu  plan  of  how  to  ana  m 


lormd  naming,  and  an  entouslasm 
tor  sawing  aid  Mng  out  of  a  ** 
cat  tor  several  montos  «  attar 


"four  sources  of  thoughts  in  our  minis:  Qoi  says,  ‘Come  to  me":  the  Serpent  says,  ‘'believe 
me  :  the  flesh  says,  ‘Satisfy  me:  the  'Word  says.  ‘ Conform  to  me‘  'We  must  filter  all 
Voices  (thoughts)  through  the  'W/ori  of  Qci  to  biscem  their  source. 

'from  a  Genesis  3  Quvnolofpad.  'SAle  Story 
ly  X*  May.  author  af*'W3.  'Women,  'WortMeW  mb  the  'Uhrfc  Serious  ‘Oiscipltskp  in  a  Secular  Culture' 

mChrtfltonHomeSMiptfM  tanMMorEdiatoV  (l|  PaeoruUtaMen  of  EducaSorV  lllBapMl  Bidding  AT  HOME  '  Prw  tor  toe  hew  of  toe  people 

Emphatol.  (2)  Mvy  of  toe  next  SS  Dkecton  Conference,  FBC.  SS  Dlrecton  Conference.  FBC.  DAYS.  7-9;  |2|  Mabyda  Is  qucMy  to  Oueretaro.  Metaco.  W*h  are 

generaaon  of  Caribbean  youto  Gotombue  (SS).  Prw  that  too*  Prooltoavan  {SS)  Pry  the  too*  becoming  i  hub  tor  higher  eduo-  dartened  by  toe*  k*  eMtaal 
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tradttonal  chucMKM  no  e  growto  agentSeMr  (touches  e growto  ageratmr  (touches  toe  vwrld end  todtde  tone  horn  yean  old.  toere  to#meu  to  <* 

longer  mad  theMiul  needs.  fra/  ato  tod  feeyvf  come  Pray  ate  toarifyvl  come  away  meiy  deferent  regions  and  many  terert  ideas  and  Mans  of  bedeh. 

Pray  that  every  youri^  person  »«  eway  wlhadAutltmandnq  wttoattaarunJtoaeiihigofhow  axrtles.  somedery  dosed  to  toe  However  there  ledbng  taeerefi 

know  M  he  can  have  a  personal  of  how  to  buld  able  study  to  bidd  Stole  study  groups  to  toe  gospel  message,  hay  lor  access  to  totoeoccuKandsatartctmatodc 

relationship  v*to  Christ.  group  to  toe  chuch.  (touch.  12]  Senior  AdutOnr  toe  students  to  get  toem  toe  practices,  along  vAh  New  Age 

Festoat  FBC  Florence  (CM)-  Good  News  of  jeuOwtst  neologies. 
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to  bUMBtole  fluty  gran  In  toe  gospel  message,  hay  tor  access  to  to  toe  occul  and  satanlc  rtoato 

chuch.  (2)  Senior  AddtGhok  toe  restore  to  get  them  toe  practices,  along  \Mto  New  Age 

FesM.  FBC  Florence  (CM).  Good  News  of  Jesus  Ovist  neologies 


toe  wortd  and  I 
many  deferent  i 
countries,  some 


toepopUMtonh 

yeersokl  toeiel 

Wert  Ideas  andl 


der  20 
ess  to  <* 
ofbdeft 
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en  toe  chuch  and  teach  ou  to  wMithemvdbeablMBCortov 
nonhekven  to  toe  communMy  ue  to  narel  toety  through** 

Otoe _ 

hay  tor  toe  new  wotk  to  Mont,  hea*  pray  M  toe  lad  w«  pso 
too  Grande  do  SABM.  where  a  tldetoenghcnwitorQapntos- 
high  number  of  spbHstvmrshlp  stand  to  Cfex  Egypt,  tod  a 

centers  have  hrdered  toe  goapeL  belevec  to  marry Mantagekdi 

Aaxpetomiefltojlr  has  town  herejto  Mtod  h 

arrived  to  the  %  ad  a  new  vety  trvokreeto  ctfosm  toe 

work  has  begJWJ&cti  toe  men.  A*  Gel  to  krA*  son* 

heal  area.  Tfaded^to  BapMst  one  who  Is  *#n  hfcatoie  hack¬ 
work  to  toe  commutty  Intercede  gnuvlbU  who  tolows  Jesus, 

tor  a  powerki  movement  of  toe 
Holy  spirt  to  hearts  there. 


Theontynonerengefcaattoe 

LnnJundS  vJVunOKjgKdi  MDte 

Narattve  wortolp  service  at  a 
tool  PMse  Baptist  dvreh  to 
Cotantaa.  tofnetl  mftl  rly  to 
eachofthe  f  namktoat 
Med  toe  Btaic  frAriW  OeaUon 
story  toroujpfgte  btrih  of  Jesus. 
He  has  shown  great  Interest  In  toe 
gospel  since  then.  Pray  tor  God  to 
open  he  heart  to  receive  toe  nuto. 


•  CONCERT 

"One  Accord,"  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

•  DEVOTIONS 

Becky  Brown 

p v< k’  4#  y/  / * . tJ  ‘  I 
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BREAK-OUTS 

•  Joyful  Hoart  (Proverbs  1 7:20  NAS) 
Mickey  Bounds:  Farmersville,  La. 

Cajun  humor 

A  CiEMomeiAi  Meo  Iai  insasi 

•  STrofigvn  For  ttio  joumoy 

James  Hayes:  FBC,  Biloxi 
Counseling  for  Singles 

•  Ejw2|i|  iiwjwA  INjJjiVIAI 

MMiiMisnipSt  raim  iivmi  mom  Dounaanes 

Gwen  Williams,  "Miss  Chocolate" 

Picayune 

For  more  information  call:  800-748-1651 

Deadline  to  raaistor  is  Mav  12. 


Ring-less 


2008  Singles  Retreat 
May  17-18 

Central  Hills,  Kosciusko 

Registration: 

Saturday,  1:80  p.m. . 

Cost: 

Unit  A  -  $45 

2-4  persons  with  a  private  bath,  includes  linens 

Unit  B  -  $85 

4-10  individuals  with  shared  bath,  includes  linens 

Commuter  -  $10 

Saturday  activities/BBQ 


MBCB  -  Conference  Ministry  Office 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


Encourage 
an  MK  with 
a  card  today! 

7/l/M 

MISS  LAUREN  E.  TABOR 
Parents:  Michael  and  Jeana 
South  America 

7/17/Dl 

MISS  CHRISTINA  BEAMAN 
Parents:  Bred  A  Lenora  - 
Last  Frontier 


PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members 
may  send  a  package  of  cards  togeth¬ 
er;  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  indi¬ 
vidually  to  the  WMU. 


FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  for¬ 
warded.  Please  send  all  to:  Child's 
name,  Parent's  name,  MBCB  WMU 
MK  Birthdays,  PO  Box  530, 
Jackson  MS  39205 


ihley  Ellis,  Pope  Church,  Panola  Association 
an  Hoxie,  Bowmar  Church,  Warren  Associal 


t  *  % 

ible  Drill  Selection  Tournament  Results 

The  following  students  participated  in  the  Bible  Drill  Selection  Tournament  at  First  Church,  Clinton,  Apr.  19. 


Wayne  VanHom  has 
been  named  dean  of  he 
School  of  Christian 
Studies  A  the  Arts  at 
Mississippi  College.  He 
continues  to  chair  the 
Department  of  Christian 
Studies  and  Philosophy. 

The  William  Carey 
University  Winters 
School  of  Music  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  concert  by  world 
renowned  organist  and 


American  Guild  of 
Organists,  Frederick 
Swann,  May  2  at  7  p.m.  in 
the  Smith  Auditorium. 
The  concert  will  honor 
Swann's  teacher;  Clarence 
Dickinson,  the  "Father  of 
American  Church  Music." 


Junior  High  Ibumament  final  round 

Junior  High  Ibumament  Final  Round  (from  left)-.  Drew  Tillman,  First  Church,  Coffee ville 

Sarah  DeLee,  First  Church,  McComb 

Headier  Pate,  First  Church,  Greenwood  Maddison  Douglas,  Longview  Point,  Hernando 

Rebekah  Chancellor;  Hephzibah  Church,  Clarke  Association  Robby  Baine,  First  Church,  Greenwood 

Dustin  Runnels,  Bowmar  Church,  Warren  Association  Andrew  Hanna,  Neshoba  Church,  Neshoba  Association 

Sam  Lovom,  Trinity  Church,  Neshoba  Association  Brett  Cole,  Oral  Church,  Lamar  Association 

Beth  Tillman,  First  Church,  Coffee  ville  Kipp  Gill  First  Church,  Byhalia 


Junior  High  winners 
Junior  High  Winners  (from  lefty. 


am  Lovom,  Fourth  Place 
lobby  Baine,  Third  Place 
Cipp  Gill  Second  Place 
lebekah  Chancellor,  First 


You  Can  Respond 


Simply  stunt  the  following  vruytr 
with  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(1  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  liye  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  us  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“BuLjs  many  as  received  him. 
to  them  he  gave  die  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  toho 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
us  Christ  today,  contact  a 
al  Baptist  church  for  spiritu- 


Jesus  Christ 
local  Baptist 
al  guidance. 


tro 


The  Baptist  Rbcokd 


Scholarship  winners 
Scholarship  Winners  (from  left ) 

Adam  Rigdon,  First  Place 
Ashley  Ellis,  Second  Place 
Ryan  Hoxie,  Third  Place 
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Scholarship  finalists 


Sabrina  Made  well  Colonial  Heights  Church,  Metro  Association 
Nancy  Barnard,  First  Church,  Sharon 
Adam  Rigdon,  First  Church,  Sharon 

Mallorv  Haul  comb.  Woodland  Church.  Pontotoc  Association 


Nine-year  Scholarship  Ibumament  Finalists  (from  left) 


Mallory  Haulcomb,  Woodland  Church,  Pontotoc  Association 
Stephanie  Baine,  First  Church,  Greenwood 


n  Association 
Washington  Association 


Christina  Drinkwatei;  Poplar  Springs  Drive  Church,  Lauderdale  Elise  M.  Gibbs,  Clarke- Venable  Church,  Decatur 


Sarah  Johnson,  Topisaw  Church,  Lincoln  Association 
Justin  Sanders,  First  Church,  Jackson 


Association 
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1.  Star  Church,  Star,  recog¬ 
nizes  its  children's  and 
youth  Bible  drill  teams  who 
completed  the  association 
and  state  Bible  drills  Apr.  1 
and  12.  Shown  are  the  two 
teams. 

2.  First  Church,  Morton,  rec¬ 
ognizes  its  children's  and 
youth  Bible  drill  teams 
which  participated  in  the 
state  Bible  drills  at  First 
Church,  Madison.  The 
youth  drillers  were  Austin 
Mauney,  Amber  Jolly,  Kara 
Beth  Johnson,  Emily  Marler, 
and  A.J.  Reeves;  Jason 
Westmoreland,  leader. 
Children's  drillers  were 
Allison  Massey,  Harlon 
Mauney,  Allison  Reeves, 
and  Walker  Phillips;  Sonda 
Johnson,  leader. 

3.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  had  six  students 
participate  in  children's 
Bible  drills.  They  are,  from 
left,  Kara  Bern  Crosby, 
Alana  Nettles,  Heather 
Crosby,  Nathan  Bilbo, 
Rebeka  Wright,  and  Jessee 
Freeman.  Dnll  leader  Pam 
Wallace;  TYent  Bilbo,  pastor 


1.  Macedonia  Church,  Brookhaven,  has  called  Garland  Boyd  as 


pastor.  He  comes  with  his  wife  Gail  and  daughters  Jessie  and 
Kallie.  He  holds  degrees  from  West  Lincoln  High  School, 
attended  Clarke  College,  graduated  from  Mississippi  College 
and  is  completinghis  D.  Min  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
comes  from  First  Church,  Lyman. 

2.  Concord  Church,  Macon,  has  called  Jimmy  May  as  pastor. 

3.  Springfield  Church,  Morton,  has  called  Scott  Mangum  as 
youth  minister.  He  is  shown  with  his  family. 

4.  Calvary  Church,  Ttipelo,  has  called  David  Eldridge  as  pastor. 
He  comes  from  First  Church,  Okolona.  He  and  his  wife 
Danielle  have  two  sons,  Hayden  and  Luke.  He  holds  degrees 
from  Clinton  High  School,  Mississippi  College,  Beeson 
Divinity  School,  and  is  completing  Ph.D.  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 


la.  Star  Church  youth  Bible  drill  team 


3.  Mangum  family 


1b.  Star  Church  children's  Bible  drill  team 


Congregational  Health 
Nurse  Certification 


May  28-31, 2008 
Patterson  Place 
312  Camp  Garaway  Rd. 
Clinton,  MS  39056 


Learn  context,  values  and  beliefs 
of  expanding  your  nursing  skills 
to  a  faith  based  community. 


First  Church,  Black  Hawk: 
Homecoming,  May  18;  services, 
11  a.m..  Bryan  Burson,  pastor. 

Jasper  Association,  Sylva-Bay 
Academy,  Bay  Sprigs:  Area¬ 
wide  gospel  crusade,  June  2  - 
6:30,  7  p.m.;  Campers  on 
Mission,  singing  and  preach- 


Reglster  by  May  1st 

$50  deposit;  Total  fee  $650 
includes  lodging,  some  meals, 
books,  materials,  etc 


3.  Bible  drillers.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 


•01-825-3381 
•01-873-1687 
email:  bollan#mcedu 


Mountain  Creek  Church, 
Rankin  County:  Revival,  May 
18  -  21;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jack 
West,  speaker;  Joe  Wood, 
music;  Clarence  E.  Young,  inter¬ 
im  pastor. 

Goodwater  Church, 

Lauderdale  County: 

Homecoming,  May  4;  services, 
11  a.m.,  followed  Dy  dinner  on 
the  ground;  Danny  Bullock, 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  PMB  mji*  . 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  IM11 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  lUj  ^OCiaieS> 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Acknowledge  Broken 
Relationships 

Genesis  42:6-7, 9, 13-24* 


Marion  Duncan 


Having  now  seen  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  die  dreams  Joseph 
interpreted,  prepare  to  see  the 
fulfilling  of  Joseph's  boyhood 
dreams  in  which  God 
revealed  that  his  family 


because  he  feared  that 
harm  might  come  to  him.  C 
Joseph  was  the  governor 
and  had  responsibility  for  the 
sale  of  grain.  In  his  presence,  his 
brothers  bowed  their  faces  to 
die  floor  in  front  of  him,  a  cour- 


revealed  that  his  family  tesy  of  the  day.  They  acknowl- 
would  pay  him  homage.  edged  him,  but  because  of  their 

Back  in  Canaan,  die  patriar-  "blindness,"  did  not  recognize 
chal  family  was  caught  up  in  him  for  who  he  was.  Most  Jews 
the  blight  of  famine.  Word  nad  today  fail  to  recognize  Jesus  as 
come  of  plentiful  grain  in  Egypt  their  Messiah.  Paul  said, 
and  many  were  making  the  trip  "Blindness  has  happened  to 
to  buy  grain  to  keep  from  starv-  Israel."  (Romans  11:25-KJV) 


come  ot  plentiful  grain  in  Egypt 
and  many  were  making  the  trip 
to  buy  grain  to  keep  from  starv¬ 
ing.  Jacob  asked  his  sons  why 


y  grain  to  keep  from  starv-  Israel."  (Romans  1T:25-Kjy) 
Jacob  asked  nis  sons  why  Famine  drove  the  chosen  family 
continued  Just  looking  at  to  Joseph  as  the  rigors  of  great 
other  in  despondence  tribulation  will  drive  Israel  to 
when  they  should  be  on  their  Christ.  (Exploring  Genesis) 
way  to  Egypt  to  buy  grain  to  As  soon  as  Joseph  saw  them, 
provide  food  so  they  may  live  he  recognized  them.  They  were 
and  not  die  (Genesis  42:2).  older  than  he  and  still  looked 
Ten  of  Joseph's  brothers  went  much  as  they  did  the  last  time 
down  to  buy  grain  from  Egypt 


down  to  buy  grain  from  Egypt 
but  Jacob  did  not  send  Benjamin 


_  twenty  years,  had 

matured  and  changed 
in  appearance.  The 
brothers  wore  the 
familiar  dress  of 
herdsmen,  but  Joseph 
had  on  Egyptian  royal 
robes.  God  would 
accomplish  Joseph's 
dreams  and  bring  his 
brothers  to  repen- 
Duncan  tance  for  their  sins. 

He  was  harsh  with 
his  brothers  testing  them  for 
repentant  hearts  after  all  these 
years.  He  accused  them  of 
being  spies  there  to  find  the 
weakest  points  of  defense  on 
die  Egyptian  borders.  To  con¬ 
vince  the  governor  of  their 
innocence,  they  referred  to 
themselves  as  his  servants  and 
the  sons  of  one  man  there  to 
buy  food  for  their  family.  Then 
they  told  him  that  they  were 
twelve  brothers,  the  sons  of 
one  man,  who  lived  in  Canaan. 
They  explained  the  youngest 
brother  was  at  home  with  their 
father,  and  one  brother  was  no 
more.  There  it  was!  Their  sub¬ 
tle  implication  referenced  him 
as  their  brother.  Once  again 


he  saw  them.  He  was  only  sev-  Joseph  called  them  spies  and 
enteen  at  that  point;  and,  in  protested  "by  the  life  of 


Pharaoh"  that  they  were  so. 
Since  this  protest  or  oath  was 
more  than  his  "Yes"  or  "No" 
(Matthew  5:34-37),  it  came 
from  evil.  This  was  certainly 
not  the  language  of  a  son  of 
Abraham.  When  Peter  wanted 
to  distance  himself  from  Jesus, 
he  cursed  and  denied  Him. 
(Matthew  26:74)  (Note:  Use  of 
slang  or  cursing  is  quickly 
learned  from  users  around  us, 
but  not  so  easily  unlearned). 

Joseph  presented  a  test  to 
them  that  would  prove  their 
innocence.  One  of  mem  would 
return  home  and  bring  the 
younger  brother  back  with  him 
while  the  other  nine  waited  in 
prison.  He  kept  all  of  them  in 
custody  for  three  days,  then 
said,  "Do  this  and  you  will  live, 
for  I  fear  God:  If  you  are  honest 
men,  let  one  of  your  brothers 
stay  here  in  prison,  while  the 
rest  of  you  go  and  take  grain 
back  for  your  starving  house¬ 
holds.  But  you  must  bring  your 
youngest  brother  to  me,  so  that 
your  words  may  be  verified  and 
that  you  may  not  die."  (42:18- 
20)  Having  no  idea  Joseph 
could  understand  them,  tne 
brothers  lamented  their  guilt  in 
their  treatment  of  Joseph  even 


when  he  pled  for  his  life. 
Joseph  wept  for  them.  He  chose 
Simeon,  the  crudest  of  them  all, 
to  remain  in  Egypt  for  he  need¬ 
ed  special  discipline. 

On  their  Journey  homeward, 
one  opened  his  sack  to  feed  the 
donkey  and  discovered  his  "sil¬ 
ver  in  nis  sack."  (42:27)  They 
queried,  "What  is  this  that  God 
has  done  to  us?"  But  they 
were  not  ready  to  pour  out 
their  hearts  in  repentance  for 
what  they  had  done  to  Joseph. 

They  told  Jacob  all  that  had 
happened  to  them  in  Egypt 
including  Joseph's  request  to 
see  Beniamin.  When  they 
found  silver  in  all  their  grain 
sacks,  they  were  frightened. 
"Jacob  said  to  them,  'You 
have  deprived  me  of  my  chil¬ 
dren.  Joseph  is  no  more,  and 
Simeon  is  no  more...  'My  son 
(Benjamin)  will  not  go  down 
there  with  you...'" 
(42:36,38a)  Their  crimes  were 
covered  up,  but  not  their 
character.  Jacob  could  not 
trust  his  sons. 


Duncan  is  wMu  director  at 
First  Church,  Starkville 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Recordis  pleased  to  publish 
sws  and  photographs  of  special  events 
at  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
e  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
aptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type- 
rltten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
1  -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
andardized  forms  provided  by  the 
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illy  to  the  address  below,  and  must 
b  contained  in  the  message  segment 
f  an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing 
Irus  threats,  no  text  attachments  win 


be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 
are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 


clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Photographs 
can  not  be  returned.  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  Duilding-,  or  object-only  pho¬ 
tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Decline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 


Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecordOmbcb.org. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Unlocking  Your  Best  Relationship: 
Strengthening  Friendships  in  Christ 

Philippian*  2:19-22, 25-30;  4:15-18 


By  Rick  Hen*on _  "We  are  all  still  here."  u  tionships.  / 

The  jailer  had  never  Henson  elusion  of  i 
No  good  deed  goes  unpun-  seen  prisoners  refuse  to  letters  except  Eph 
ished.  Paul  certainly  felt  that  escape.  He  fell  on  his  knees  personal  comments, 
when  he  cast  the  demons  out  of  before  Paul  and  Silas  and  ments,  admonitions 
a  slave  girl  in  Philippi,  begged,  "Sirs,  what  must  I  do  corrections.  The  le 
Macedonia.  Because  they  set  to  oe  saved?"  Paul  answered  church  at  Ephesus  w 
this  girl  free  from  die  ravages  of  with  the  plan  of  salvation,  letter  intended 
demonic  possession,  Paul  and  speaking  the  word  of  the  Lord,  churches  and  wai 
Silas  were  beaten  and  cast  into  This  man  and  his  entire  house-  generic  in  its  pen 
prison.  Paul  and  Silas  prayed,  hold  were  saved  that  very  ences.  The  others  an 
praised,  and  proclaimed,  and  night,  according  to  Acts  16.  names  and  phrases 
sang  praises  to  the  Lord  and  Over  a  decade  later  Paul  close  relationship) 
preached  to  die  other  prisoners,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  church  in  Paul  and  many  peoj 
They  did  have  a  captive  audi-  Philippi.  Certainly  business-  So  when  ne  wi 
ence  for  once.  Later  that  night  woman  Lydia  (Acts  6:14-15)  and  church  at  Phili] 
God's  hand  shook  die  prison  this  Jailer  were  among  those  Timothy  and  Epaph 
and  all  die  doors  flew  open  and  hearingthis  letter  as  it  was  read  church  members  i 
all  their  chains  fell  off.  aloud.  They  each  had  a  relation-  that  Paul  knew  ther 

The  jailer  thought  every-  ship  with  Paul  who  wrote  the  well.  He  had  demon 
one  had  escaped  and  pre-  letter,  so  they  understood  that  tionship  building 
pared  to  kill  nimself.  Paul  he  had  their  best  interest  in  and  they  trusted  his 


"We  are  all  still  here."  ~ 

The  jailer  had  never 
seen  prisoners  refuse  to 
escape.  He  fell  on  his  knees 
before  Paul  and  Silas  and 
begged,  "Sirs,  what  must  I  do 
to  De  saved?"  Paul  answered 
with  the  plan  of  salvation, 
speaking  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
Inis  man  and  his  entire  house¬ 
hold  were  saved  that  very 
night,  according  to  Acts  16. 

Over  a  decade  later  Paul 
wrote  a  letter  to  die  church  in 


knew  that  Paul  loved 
him  enough  to  go  to 
prison  anabe  beaten  in 
order  to  reach  him  with 
the  gospel. 

From  the  events  in 
the  book  of  Acts  and 
from  his  letters  we 
learn  that  Paul  built 
churches  upon  rela- 
tionships.  At  die  con- 
,on  elusion  rtf  each  of  his 
letters  except  Ephesians,  are 
personal  comments,  encourage¬ 
ments,  admonitions,  and  even 
corrections.  The  letter  to  the 
church  at  Ephesus  was  a  cyclical 
letter  intended  for  many 
churches  and  was  therefore 
generic  in  its  personal  refer¬ 
ences.  The  others  are  filled  with 
names  and  phrases  that  reveal 
close  relationships  between 
Paul  and  many  people. 

So  when  ne  wrote  to  the 
church  at  Philippi  about 
Timothy  and  Epaphroditus,  the 
church  members  understood 
that  Paul  knew  them  both  very 
well.  He  had  demonstrated  rela¬ 
tionship  building  with  them, 
and  they  trusted  rus  words. 


was  like-minded  and  a  man  of 
proven  character.  He  also 
wrote  that  Epaphroditus  was 
a  brother,  co-worker,  and  fel¬ 
low  soldier.  These  terms  indi¬ 
cate  that  Paul  and 
Epaphroditus  shared  com¬ 
mon  goals  and  commitments. 

Jesus  built  relationships  with 
people.  Mark  3:14  reads,  "And 
He  appointed  twelve,  that  they 
might  be  with  Him,  and  that  He 


stopped 


announcing,  mind.  The  jailer  personally  Paul  wrote  that  Timothy 


might  be  with  Him,  and  that  He 
might  send  them  out  to  preach." 
The  twelve  were  with  Jesus 
before  they  were  sent  out.  Jesus 
invested  Himself  into  twelve 
lives  and  changed  the  world. 

Paul  invested  himself  into 
Timothy.  2  Timothy  1:13-14 
reads,  ''Retain  the  standard  of 
sound  words  which  you  have 
heard  from  me,  in  the  faith 
and  love  which  are  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Guard,  through  the 
Holy  Spirit  who  dwells  in  us, 
the  treasure  which  has  been 
entrusted  to  you." 

In  1854  a  shoe  store  owner  in 
Boston  shared  his  faith  with  an 
eighteen  year  old  boy.  The 
young  boy  accepted  Christ. 
Later  his  family  moved  to 
Chicago,  where  tne  Lord  called 


the  young  boy  to  preach.  Until 
his  death  in  1890  Dwight  L. 
Moody  preached  the  gospel  to 
over  one  hundred  million  peo¬ 
ple  in  Europe  and  America. 
Over  one  hundred  thousand 
people  are  estimated  to  have 
received  Christ  under  his  min¬ 
istry,  all  because  a  shoe  sales¬ 
man  invested  his  life  into  the  life 
of  an  eighteen  year  old  boy. 

Paul  invested  his  life  into 
Timothy  and  instructed  him 
to  do  tne  same.  Salvation  is 
the  result  of  relationships. 
Discipleship  is  the  result  of 
relationships.  Are  you  invest¬ 
ing  yourself  in  anyone?  1 
Corinthians  11:1  reads,  "Be 
imitators  of  me,  just  as  I  also 
am  of  Christ." 

We  live  such  hurried  lives 
today,  and  must  intentionally 
buila  relationships.  Jesus  sought 
out  Zaccheus  and  went  to  nis 
house.  The  religious  leaders  of 
His  day  passed  on  Zaccheus, 
but  Jesus  spent  time  with  him 
and  changed  his  life.  In  whom 
are  you  investing  your  life? 

Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale 
Church,  Brandon 


•S’f.k'J 


Pettit,  Paul  Cook,  Charles 
Odom,  pastor  Johnny 
Paries,  Lamar  Townsena, 
and  Bobby  Waggoner. 

10-  Main  Street  Church, 
Goodman,  celebrated  its 
homecoming  Apr.  6.  Pastor 


on  and  Praise  Him  at  sever¬ 
al  churches  in  the  area. 
Booking  dates  are  still  avail¬ 
able.  For  information  on 
dates,  location,  or  booking, 
contact  Roger  or  Lynaa 
Robertson  at  (601)  567-0052, 
341-1312,  or  684-1314. 


tasper  Butler,  retired 
>ivocational  music  evan¬ 
gelist  and  soloist,  is  avail¬ 
able  full-time  for  revivals, 
conferences,  retreats, 
senior  adult  functions,  etc. 

Call  (601)  955-4566. 

Reggie  and  Ladye  Love 
South  will  be  leading  in  7.  Lynn  Ra 
worship  at  Moselle  ■ 

Memorial  Church, 

Moselle,  May  4,  8:15  a.m. 

(contemporary)  and  10:30 
a.m.  (traditional  gospel 
and  hymns). 

The  puppet  ministry  of 
Thngipanoa  Church, 

Summit,  The  Master's 
Hands,  is  performing  Come 


1.  Thrasher  Church,  4. 

Booneville,  presented  the 
drama/musical  The  Cross 
Mar.  16.  Shown  is  a  scene 
from  the  presentation. 

2.  Cruger  Church,  Crugec 
observed  the  Annie 


Helen  McKibben  for  40 
years  of  service  as  church 
pianist.  Shown  are 
McKibben  and  Parker. 


with  the  6z-member  church 
reaching  their  goal  of 
$1,700,  naif  of  which  was 
received  on  one  day. 

3.  Wildwood  Church,  Clinton, 
will  host  a  retirement  recep¬ 
tion  for  Barbara  Huffmaster 
May  4  in  recogmtion  of  her 
39  years  of  service  as  child¬ 
care  director  at  Wildwood 
and  Van  Winkle  Church. 


Jerusalem  Church, 

Kosciusko,  ordained 

Charles  Odom  as  deacon 
Apr.  13.  Shown  are  Phil 
Pettit  Billy  Pettit  Terry 


BAPTIST  CHURCH,  for  the  portion  of  a  full-time  pastor.  Please  lackson 
send  resume  to  County  Line  Baptist  email  to 


Brookhaven,  MS  39601  or 


Brandon,  Miss.,  a  traditional  south 
ern  Baptist  church,  is  currently  Church,  asn:  Mr.  Billy  Barnes,  P.CX  Box  DCRMA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  CALHOUN 

accepting  resumes  from  qualified  578,  Crystal  Sprints.  MS  39059. _  County  Baptist  Association,  is  accepting 

applicants  for  the  position  of  senior  FBC  OLOH,  IS  CURRENTLY  ACCEPTING  resumes  for  a  full-time  worship  leader  posi- 
pastor.  Please  send  resumes  to  pastor  resumes  for  full-time  minister  of  bon.  Should  haw  a  passion  for  building 
selection  committee,  P.O.  Box  1662,  muskfyouth.  Please  submit  resumes  to  FBC  relationships  with  all  age  groups  and  a 

Brandon.  MS  39043-1662. _  Oloh,  attn:  musk  search  committee.  36  heart  for  inviting  people  to  worship.  Send 

WANTED:  P1NEV1EW  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Oloh  Church  Road.  Sumrall,  MS  39462.  resume  to  framOtyeonunct- _ 

◦inton,  MS  is  seeking  individual  for  part-  BOULEVARD  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  IMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
dme  interim  minister  of  musk  or  part-time  Southaven.  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  pianist  NAdaburg,  Misr,  seeking  individual  for  fuH- 
minister  of  musk  for  blended  Worship  ser-  Please  send  resumes  to  Boulevard  Baptist  time  minister  of  musk.  Hesse  send  resume 
vice.  Please  send  resume  to  Pineview  Church,  BBS  Church  Rd.  E,  Southaven.  MS  to  Immanuel  Baptist  Church,  attn:  person- 
Baptist  Church,  1288  Ointon-Raymond  3B671  or  email  alpihringerOboulevardbap-  nei  committee,  6949  Hwy  61  South. 
Roixf.  Clinton,  MS  39056  or  email  to  dstus. _  Vkksburg,  MS  39180  or  email  to  IBC_per- 


resume  to  601  -924-8378. _  Parkview  Baptist  Church.  Greenville.  Miss.,  at  601  -2 IB-5325. _ 

VAIDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  VAIDEN,  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of  musk.  SEEKING  CHILDREN'S  DIRECTOR  FOR 
Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full-  time  associate  pas-  Please  send  resume  to  personnel  commit-  part-time  position.  Duties  include:  direct- 
tor/youth  minister.  We  are  a  thriving  tee,  712  McAllister  St.  Greenville,  MS  ing  children's  program,  which  includes: 
church  seeking  God's  man  to  minister  to  38701,  or  email  to  Mission  Friends  on  Wednesday  night 

students  and  families.  H  you  are  interested  parkviewtoBbelltouth.net _  Children's  Church  program  during  wor- 

or  know  a  great  prospect  please  contact  us  TWO  POSITIONS:  CENTRAL  BAPTIST  ship  hour  on  Sunday  morning  Disciple 
at  662-464-527S,  fcmat41  SB9Baol.com,  Church,  Brookhaven,  Miss.,  is  accepting  Training  on  Sunday  evening.  Call  or  fax 
501  Mulberry  Street  Vitiden,  MS.  39176.  resumes  for  a  full-time  minister  of  resume  to:  601-264-7699  or  mail  to  FBC 
COUNTY  UNI  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  musk/outreach  &  full-time  minister  of  stu-  of  Bellevue.  7173  US  Hwy  98  W, 
Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  is  accepting  resumes  dentsfoollege.  Send  resumes  to  749  N.  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. 


10  .  Main  Street  Church,  McKibben  and  Parker 


REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE:  ly  since  1988,  (205)  556-0368  or  tion.  Desiring  worship  leader 
Medicare  supplements,  major  medical,  &  (205)  752-1231,  www.gulfshorescon-  (muskfchoirs)  for  more  blended  service 

small  group  health  insurance  plans  avail-  dos.com. _ and  aggressive  youth  leadership. 

able  for  individuals  &  churches.  Call  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  CHRISTIAN  BEACH  Education  end  experience  desired.  a.m. 
Carra  Tomer  (662)  231-4487  for  rates  or  Retreat  and  Conference  Center.  Orange  worship  attendance  22a  Send  resume  to 
visit  wwrw.tumerlnsuranceonline.com.  Beach,  Alabama.  Directly  on  the  Gulf  Little  Escambia  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING  of  Mexico.  Ideal  for  church  beach  291,  Flomaton,  AL  36441  or  email  Ik- 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970,  retreats.  From  10  to  150  people.  $30  rteescambiaOeafthlink.net 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  t  STEEPLES,  per  night  per  person.  A  ministry  of  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  Romar  Beach  Baptist  Church.  Call  Don  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 

seating,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  at  251-752-2366 _ ^ to (601) 483-7958 or caM(800) 368-2705. 

krinklglas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  CLARK  AUCTIONS:  NICK  CLARK,  SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON,  MISSOURI 
Supply  Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-  real  estate  broker.  Sell  your  R.E.  in  Condo  nightly  rental.  Like  home,  all 

8291. _ 30  days.  We  buy  estates,  601-317-  new  furnishings,  street  level,  no  steps, 

SEBREhTS  SIDING,  JACKSON,  CHRISTIAN  2536,  MALI  1145.  Seller  pays  no  breathtaking  view.  Sleeps  6,  no  pets. 

owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid-  commission. _  call  (888)  879-0388  or 

ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs,  LOOKING  FOR  A  SMALL  LAKE/POND  Bucmom71Bapl.com.  _ _ 

patio  coven,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601)  within  30  minutes  of  Oak  Grove  to  take  my  CONDO  IN  GATLINBURC  FOR  RENT: 
992-2092,  Don  8  Rita  Sebren,  owners.  grandson  fishing  Willing  to  pay  reasonable  2  bedrm,  2  bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking 
STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS  fees/tease,  601-924-5382  or  dfeance  to  parkway  S70.0(YhHe.  Call  for 

and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass,  stj967Baol.com. _  information  281-855-4469  or  832-922- 

lackson,  (877)  477-1899. _  PERMA-COAT  SIDING  8  REMOOEl-  01 01 A 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHFBONT  &  ING:  vinyl  siding,  sunroorra;  metal  roofs,  CHUR 
beachside  vacation  condos.  Gulf  house  washing,  patio  covers  and  much  mates. 

Shores  and  Orange  Beach,  Alabama,  more.  Call  James  Thompson  at  601-850-  Miss.,  _ _ 

Best  value  on  the  beach!  Lowest  9620 or 601 -932-3979 _  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE:  3.9 

Prices!  Over  50  top  quaility  condos!  A  FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  stale  to  stale,  3.9  in  stale.  No  monthly  ser- 
Your  satisfaction  is  our  top  priority,  for  associate  pastor  of  worship  and  youth  vice  charge.  Call  1-866-587-8346  or 
owned  &  operated  by  Christian  fami-  at  a  traditional  south  Alabama  congrega-  www.lowermyphonebill.comAsaroldR. 


In  God  We  Trust  Tour 


tortUk,  CoMM  WBBamrtai  n.  Fooo  da  Chao,  and  r 

9  days/8  nights 
$1 500  dbl.  ALL  costs  Included 


OTHER  2008  TOURS 

July  11-19  Washington  DC  *  WHIlemsbunj 

My  30-Aug  2  Promise  Kaaptn  Plus  Adventure  Atlanta 
lb-14  National  Quartet  Convention-Loutsvtlle 
Sept  25-27  Women  of  Falth-Atlanta 

Oct  8-18  Rural  New  England  In  the  Fall  (limited  seats) 

Nov.  7-21  Christinas  In  Branson 

Oac  1-8  Christmas  In  the  Smokies  (limited  seats) 

Doc  15-18  Oprytand  Christmas-Nashvllle 

ALL  DEPARTURES  FRM  JACKSON  A  ALL  EXPENSES  PAID 


Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 


